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A day in the life of a 
dogsbody02

A runaway is the first step in training a new 
searchdog and involves showing the dog 
it’s toy (a tennis ball or a squeaky toy) and 
then running away a few metres or so, while 
yelling the dog’s name in a high-pitched and 
excitable manner. You do have to be a little 
extroverted to do this job, sometimes! You’re 
told how far to run, so you do that and then 
drop into a hide, and wait. The next thing 
that happens is a big hairy thing on four legs 
arrives at high speed, as the dog wants that 
toy you’re holding! A new dog will bark at you, 
at which point you release the toy and get to 
play. That’s part of the reason we do it - we 
get to play with the dogs! A more advanced 
dog will ignore you once you’ve been found, 
and will return to the handler and bark to get 
attention. That’s part of the process – the dog 
learns to bring the handler to you.
A popup is similar, but less energetic, as you’re 
already hidden before you ‘pop up’ and call 
the dog by name. The rest of the exercise is 
like a runaway..
Even the fully trained dogs get to do the 
runaways and popups – although they are part 
of initial training, all the dogs enjoy playing 
the game, for that’s what this is, to them, and 
they all want to join in.
10:15 All the basic stuff is done now, so it’s 
search time! Bags and mats are issued to those 
that need them. Dave Barley is putting the 
bodies out today, and there’s three of us, so a 
bit of a walk to go round the area we are using 

while he works out where to hide us. He’s got 
a puffer full of powder and checks the wind 
direction so he can best work out how to set 
up the area. Dave likes to talk about this stuff, 
and I’ve learnt a huge amount from him over 
the years I’ve been doing this. I’m the last 
body to be placed, and he’s directed me to a 
large area of bracken and ferns at the top of 
a small raised area. I work my way in carefully, 
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